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Program notes

"As if on the rim of cloud” is an opening poem of the "Cinque,"
one of the three of Anna Akhmatova's post-World War Il cycles
(the other two are "The Wild Rose Blooms" and "Midnight
Verses").

In his book "Anna Akhmatova. Her Poetry"” David N. Wells
describes Akhmatova's love poems as being "dominated by the
physical absence of the figure of the beloved. At the same time,
however, they preserve the memory of the beloved on a much
broader and more permanent plane that in the early verse, and
commemorate the lasting emotional transformation which the
heroine has undergone through the experience of love."

The song was commissioned and premiered by the 2011
Staunton Music Festival.



AHHa AXMaTOBa

Cinque

I
Kak y obnaka Ha kparo,
Bcnomunato s peub TBOIO,

A Tebe oT peun Moei
Cranu HOYH CBETJIEE THEM.

Tak OTTOPrHyTHIE OT 3EMIIH,
BBICOKO MBI, KaK 3B€3/1bl, LIUIH.

Hwu oTyassbs, HU CTHIIA
Hwu reneps, Hu moTOM, HU TOTAA,

Ho xuBoro u Hassy,
Caplmunib Thl, Kak TeOs 30BY.

W Ty nBepb, 4TO THI IPUOTKPHLI,

Mmue 3aXJIONNHYTb HC XBAaTUT CUJIL.

Text of the poem

Anna Akhmatova
(translated by Judith Hemschemeyer)

Cinque

I
As if on the rim of a cloud,
I remember your words,

And because of my words to you,
Night became brighter than day.

Thus, torn from the earth,
We rose up, like stars.

There was neither despair nor shame,
Not now, not afterward, not at the time.

But in real life, right now,
You hear how I am calling you.

And that door that you half opened,
I don't have the strength to slam.

Transliteration of the Russian text, used in the vocal score

Kak u oblaka na krayu,
Vspominayu ya rech' tvoyu,

A tebe ot réechi moyey
Stali nochi svetleye dney.

Tak ottorgnutyye ot zemli,
Vysoko my, kak zvyozdy, shli.

Ni otchayan'ya, ni styda
Ni teper', ni potom, ni togda,

No zhivovo 1 nayavu,
Slyshish' ty, kak tebya zovu.
I tu dver', chto ty priotkryl,
Mne zahlopnut' ne hvatit sil.



Kak u oblaka na krau
(As if on the rim of a cloud)

Text: Anna Akhmatova Music: Vera lvanova
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